SURPRISE TEST ON SOCIAL SCIENCE
THE RISE OF EMPIRES
MCQ’S (1X10=10)

1.Which of the following best describes the fundamental difference between a 'kingdom' and an 'empire' as defined in the text?
 A. A kingdom is always larger than an empire because it represents a single ethnic group.
 B. An empire is a single large territory ruled by a local king who refuses to trade with others.
C. An empire consists of multiple smaller kingdoms and territories controlled by a central authority, often through conquest.
D.Empires are ruled by village committees while kingdoms are ruled by individuals.


2. The 'śreņīs' (guilds) in ancient India were unique because they:
A.Functions solely as secret military units for the emperor.
B.Were forced to follow every royal decree without any internal rules.
C.Represented individual efforts of traders who refused to work with others.
D. Acted as self-organizing institutions that could set their own ethical standards and rules.



3. How did the geographic location of Magadha specifically facilitate its rise to dominance over other 'mahājanapadas'?

A.It was the only region that did not have any natural resources, forcing people to innovate.
B.It was located in a desert, making it impossible for enemies to attack.
C.Its access to the Ganga and Son rivers provided both fertile soil for surplus food and easy transport for trade and military.
D.It was located in the southernmost part of India, far from any conflict.

4. In Kautilya’s 'Saptānga' theory, why is 'kosha' (the treasury) considered essential for the survival of the state?
A.Because it allowed the king to live in luxury without working.
B.A strong treasury was necessary to maintain the army (danda) and conduct infrastructure projects for trade and welfare.
 C.It served as a place to store iron ore for making weapons.
D.It was needed only to pay for the king’s personal allies (mitra).

5.According to Greek accounts, what was a significant factor that caused Alexander’s army to refuse to move deeper into India?

A.The Greeks discovered that there were no trade routes leading to the Ganga River.
B.Alexander himself decided that the 'end of the world' was actually in Persia.
C.They ran out of Greek coins to pay for Indian spices.
D.They were tired, homesick, and encountered fierce resistance from local tribes and rulers.

6. Ashoka's use of the title 'Devanampiya Piyadasi' in his edicts was intended to portray him as:

A.A fierce conqueror who demanded absolute fear from his subjects.
B.A compassionate and benevolent leader who was 'Beloved of the Gods'.
C.A god-king who required people to worship him instead of practicing Buddhism.
D.A ruler who was only interested in the southernmost regions of India.

7.What technological advantage specifically helped Magadha increase food production and strengthen its military?
A.The discovery of gunpowder for mining iron ore.
B.The use of iron for making stronger ploughs and effective weapons.
C.Using Greek coins to buy superior crops from the Roman Empire.
D.The invention of the steam engine for river transport.

8.Megasthenes' account in 'Indika' suggests that Mauryan agriculture was highly successful because:
A.Two crops were grown annually, ensuring ample food and preventing famines.
B.Farmers were also trained as frontline soldiers during harvest time.
C.The empire had no taxation system, so farmers kept all their produce.
D.They only grew one specialized crop to trade with the Greeks.

9.The Sarnath pillar capital is a significant symbol because it combines:

A.Greek architecture with Persian religious symbols.
B.Portraits of Chandragupta Maurya and Alexander the Great.
C.The names of all the Mauryan emperors who ruled before Ashoka.
D.Royal power (lions) with the moral law of the Buddha (dharmachakra).

10.Why did the Nanda dynasty fall, despite being financially strong enough to mint coins?

A.The guilds (śreņīs) decided to stop trading with the Nanda capital.
B.They ran out of iron ore to make coins and weapons.
C.The last ruler, Dhana Nanda, became oppressive and lost the support of the people.
D.The Greeks conquered them immediately after Alexander's death.








ANSWER KEY
	1
	C
	An empire is defined as a collection of smaller kingdoms or territories controlled by a powerful central authority, often through warfare or conquest.

	2
	D
	The śreṇīs (guilds) were self-organizing associations that had executive officers with ethical standards and the right to make their own rules without royal interference.

	3
	C
	Magadha was located in the fertile Ganga plains. The Ganga and Son rivers offered easy transportation routes for trade, and surplus food grains enabled economic growth.

	4
	B
	In Kautilya's Saptānga concept, a secure state balances its treasury (kosha) and forces of defense (danda) to maintain administrative law, order, and welfare.

	5
	D
	Greek records note that Alexander's soldiers were tired, homesick, and refused to advance deeper toward the Ganga River after facing fierce local resistance.

	6
	B
	The title 'Devanampiya Piyadasi' means 'Beloved of the Gods' and 'kind to others,' showcasing Ashoka as a compassionate and benevolent ruler.

	7
	B
	The use of iron technology boosted agriculture with iron ploughs (increasing food production) and made weapons for the army stronger and more effective.

	8
	A
	Mauryan agriculture was highly successful because two crops were grown annually due to seasonal rains, which helped prevent famines and kept granaries well-stocked.

	9
	D
	The Sarnath pillar capital features four lions symbolizing royal power, while the dharmachakra (wheel of dharma) represents the Buddha's teachings.

	10
	C
	Despite financial strength, the Nanda dynasty fell because the last ruler, Dhana Nanda, became oppressive and exploitative, entirely losing the support of the people.



